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Personal Information Danger ​
in Registration Process 

Questions need to be answered on Third Party Registrations 
​

Macomb, Mich: Today, Anthony G. Forlini as Macomb County Clerk held a Press Conference on 
behalf of local election clerks throughout Michigan drawing attention about the issue of the voter 
registration process of third party organizations.  
 

He was surrounded by election clerks from local communities who have experienced this issue.  
 

Forlini highlighted, “As Clerks in Macomb County, we have been overwhelmed with the number of 
inaccurate registrations that have flooded our counters in the past few weeks by third party 
organizations and individuals. We are receiving multiple duplicate forms for the same people. These 
forms contain personal information like Driver License number, phone number, email and the last 
four digits of social security numbers which can be easily shared and data mined.” 
 

Of the thousands of forms that have been returned by these third party organizations it was 
identified that very few are new registrations.  
 

In addition, Forlini has been notified by other clerks throughout the state: there is aggressive 
recruitment happening on College Campuses, and students are being offered “to fill out a form” for a 
free energy drink. But when they fill out that form, it will disconnect their current registration that was 
originally in place. Clerks in attendance had reports of students' car insurance or health insurance 
rates being affected because of the change in address. Often parents come in angry at local clerks 
because their kids' registration was changed and increased their premiums. 
 

Michigan itself acknowledges that changing a student's voter-registration address also changes the 
address on the student's Michigan driver's license or ID, and the Secretary of State specifically 
warns that this can potentially affect address-dependent insurance coverage.  
 

Our data needs to be protected with higher standards: our young people, our vulnerable, our well 
meaning citizens should not be a political pawn and this must be addressed on a statewide level. 
There is concern about the information being shared: information is being collected and what is 
really being done with it?   
 

“We need to take a closer look at how we register Michigan’s voters,” said Forlini. “I am concerned 
that information given to third-party groups is personally identifiable information that could result in 
data mining and identities being stolen. We are bringing it to light so it can get reviewed and fixed.”  
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