
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Release Date 
Contact: Amy Hawkins​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ September 4, 2026 
Email: info@anthonyforlini.com 

​
Anthony Forlini Sees Results of Citizens Only Voting 

Outcome a Sign for New Leadership in Michigan ​
More than One System in our State Failing  

​
Macomb, Mich: Today, the Michigan Supreme Court denied the request of over 700,000 citizens to 
reconsider a ballot measure that would have secured Michigan voting rules. Anthony Forlini, 
candidate for Michigan’s Secretary of State, sees this as a significant bellwether moment. ​
 
Anthony Forlini, issued the following statement, “Today, transparency and responsible government 
failed. When you build a home, you have to make sure the foundation is set right so you can have a 
beautiful house. Otherwise, it will crumble without a good foundation. Michigan citizens are seeing a 
crumbling of their systems and that is why it is time for new leadership.”  
​
For reference, 446,198 valid signatures are needed to place this issue on the November ballot. Five 
months ago, the Citizens Only Voting committee submitted over 709,000 signatures! Just a few days 
ago the Board of Canvassers denied this measure, saying it was 3 votes short of what was needed. ​
​
Forlini continued, “More than enough signatures were submitted in March but the Elections Bureau 
team, led by Secretary of State Benson, showed the Michigan citizens their priorities were not her 
priorities. They took over five months to choose 1,000 signatures and then slow walked them to the 
last week to ensure there was no time for the sponsors to properly appeal. This is much bigger than 
the loss of a ballot measure: it is proof we do not have transparency in our Bureau of Elections and, 
quite frankly, it appears the Michigan Supreme Court is not playing fair either.  
 
“Secretary Benson’s team knew this was going to turn out citizens to vote for the side of common 
sense and rule of law. She is right: the outcome of this initiative is going to drive an urgency and 
excitement of voters to make sure they are electing the right leaders in Michigan.” 
 
Forlini offered a message to Michigan citizens, “Transparency is coming back to Michigan when I am 
elected to be your next Secretary of State. You will see the process, understand the process, have 
your questions answered, and you will have an office that treats all policies and parties fairly. New 
government leaders are needed now. This initiative demonstrates current executives are no longer 
fit to lead.”  
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